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Japanese Utility Model Laid-Open Publication No. 58-13223 

Laid-Open Date: January 27, 1983 

Japanese Utility Model Application No. 56-105875 

Filing Date : July 16, 1981 

Inventors: Migaku Suzuki 

Masaki Murakami 

Sayuri Hamada 
Applicant: UNI-CHARM CORP. 

Sanitary Napkin 

Claims 

1. A sanitary napkin 1 comprising a lower absorbent member 2, an upper absorbent 
member 3 having a narrower width and a larger thickness than the lower absorbent 
member 2, a water-impermeable sheet 4 having a wider width than the lower 
absorbent member 2 and a water-permeable sheet 5, and having a pair of flaps 6 at 
the lateral sides of the napkin 1, the upper absorbent member 3 being overlaid on 
the upper center of the lower absorbent member 2, the lower absorbent member 2 
being disposed on the water-impermeable sheet 4 in such a manner that the lateral 
sides on the upper surface of the lower absorbent member 2 being covered by the 
water-impermeable sheet 4, the overlaid body of absorbent members 2, and 3 and 
the sheet 4 being covered with the water-permeable sheet 5. 

2. The sanitary napkin 1 according to claim 1, wherein the upper absorbent member 
3 comprises a plurality of absorbent sheets which are overlaid with each other in 
such a manner that the lateral edges of each sheet are not present at the same 
position. 

3. The sanitary napkin 1 according to claim 1, wherein the upper absorbent member 
3 comprises a folded absorbent sheet in which a folded-back portion is present at 
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the center position of the sheet. 

4. The sanitary napkin 1 according to any one of claim 1, 2 or 3, wherein the water- 
permeable sheet 5 extending laterally from the lateral edges of the upper absorbent 
member 3 is thermally bonded to the lower absorbent member 2 in such a manner 
that the bonded area 7 forms a linear shape. 

5. The sanitary napkin 1 according to claim 4, wherein a thermoplastic and 
hydrophobic net 8 having an enough size to cover the upper surface of the lower 
absorbent member 2 is interposed between the lower absorbent member 2 and the 
upper absorbent member 3^ and the water-permeable sheet 5 extending laterally 
from the lateral edges of the upper absorbent member 3 is thermally bonded to the 
lower absorbent member 2 via the net 8 in such a manner that the bonded area 7 
forms a linear shape. 

6. The sanitary napkin according to claim 4, wherein a thermoplastic and 
hydrophobic net 8 having an enough size to cover the upper area of the overlaid 
structure comprising the lower and upper absorbent members 2, 3 is placed on the 
upper area of the overlaid structure, and the water-permeable sheet 5 extending 
laterally from the lateral edges of the upper absorbent member 3 is thermally 
bonded to the lower absorbent member 2 via the net 8 in such a manner that the 
bonded area 7 forms a linear shape. 

Excerpts from the detailed description of the device 

Any materials generally used for the conventional sanitary napkins are usable in 
the present device, for examples, creped absorbent paper, pulverized pulp, water- 
insoluble and water-swellable polymer for the lower absorbent member 2 and the upper 
absorbent member 3; waterproof paper, synthetic resin film, laminate of the film and 
paper for the water-impermeable sheet 4; nonwoven fabric for the water-permeable sheet 
5. The present device should not be limited to these materials. 

According to the sanitary napkin of one embodiment where there is a little 
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height difference between the center portion of the skin-contacting surface of the napkin 
and the flaps on the lateral sides, the following advantageous effects can be exhibited. 
That is, the napkin is free from uncomfortable feeling which has been caused in the 
conventional napkins by the rubbing action of the lateral sides of the napkin against the 
wearer's thighs while walking in use, and wrinkles or deformation formed in the center of 
the napkin when it is subjected to the force in the width direction by the thighs. The 
close contact of the napkin to the wearer's body is improved, so that the leakage can be 
effectively prevented. According to the napkin of another embodiment where the water- 
permeable sheet extending laterally from the lateral edges of the upper absorbent member 
is linearly sealed to the lower absorbent member, the upper absorbent member which is 
located at the center part of the napkin and is the most important element for absorbing 
the liquid, does not move and change from the proper position. 
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